
 
 

 1 

February 1, 2025 
 

MEMO 
 
TO: Sen. Tammy Baldwin 
 Sen. Ron Johnson 
 Rep. Derrick Van Orden 
 
FROM: Jeff Spitzer-Resnick 
 spitznick@tds.net 
 608-206-7164 
 
RE: Threatened Imposition of Tariffs on Canadian Goods-URGENT RESPONSE REQUIRED 
 
VIA E-MAIL 
 
I am writing in my capacity as Chair of the Goose Lake Watershed District, a small governmental 
body charged with the care and preservation of Goose Lake, a beautiful 82-acre lake in rural 
Adams County, Wisconsin, out of grave concern about the President’s threat to impose a 25% 
tariff on Canadian imports effective sometime today. 
 
One of our most important activities is to harvest weeds from our lake. Failure to do so will 
result in a congested lake that cannot be used for navigation or recreation during the summer. 
The weeds are used as compost by a local farmer. We have successfully managed our own 
weed harvesting program for years, using a used weed harvester and volunteer labor from our 
local residents. However, our used weed harvester is approaching the end of its life and last fall, 
we signed a contract to purchase a new one along with a new conveyor trailer, for 
approximately $160,000 from Aqua-Marine, a Canadian company. We chose this particular 
harvester because we have been pleased with our current Aqua-Marine as it is very high 
quality. It is costs about $100,000 less than a comparable American weed harvester and on our 
annual budget of approximately $30,000/year, we simply cannot afford an American weed 
harvester. Fortunately, the State of Wisconsin has provided us with a grant for approximately 
40% of the cost of the harvester. 
 
These harvesters are made to order. Since I was worried about these tariffs, I talked to Aqua-
Marine earlier this week and our harvester will be done soon, and certainly by spring, in time 
for harvesting season, but it simply will not arrive before the President imposes tariffs, as 
threatened later today. 
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I urge you to immediately contact the President and let him know how harmful this tariff will be 
to your constituents. Under no circumstances will the tariffs force us to buy American. Not only 
do we already have a contract with Aqua-Marine and if we breach it, we will lose our 25% 
downpayment, but we simply cannot afford an American harvester. Assuming the President 
carries out his threat, in addition to violating the current free trade agreement we have with 
Canada, it will not only generally raise inflation for Americans, but the only way we will be able 
to fulfill our contract and purchase the weed harvester we need, is to borrow the money to pay 
the tariff. We simply do not have an additional $40,000 to pay the tariff. So, the President’s 
unlawful tariff will force your constituents to pay the tariff plus the interest on the loan we will 
have to take out to pay it. To give you the scale of our individual family’s cost. The Goose Lake 
Watershed District has approximately 160 property owners. Thus, these tariffs will cost each of 
our property owners roughly $262.50 each.  
 
Therefore, I urge you to immediately contact the President and ask him not to impose his 
threatened tariff on our closest ally, Canada, and if you cannot convince him to halt his plan, 
then please urge him to include exemptions on equipment such as the Aqua-Marine weed 
harvester and conveyor trailer, or at least on goods  that Americans such as the Goose Lake 
Watershed District had contracted for prior the imposition of the tariffs. 
 
I look forward to your prompt response which I will share with the residents of the Goose Lake 
Watershed District. On behalf of my constituents, who are also your constituents, I appreciate 
any assistance which you can provide. 


